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CASTE COUNTS: ON CENSUS AND PARTISAN POLITICAL GAINS 
A vision for a just India, and not partisan political gains, should inspire a fresh census 

 

The clamour for a fresh caste census is getting louder in the country. Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 

Kumar led a delegation of 10 political parties of the State to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 

Monday. No political party in the country has publicly opposed the demand as yet, and most have 

supported the call. Mr. Modi listened to the delegation but did not open his mind on the topic. 

Predictably, there will be more political mobilisation on the issue. The Bharatiya Janata Party has the 

advantage of being in the saddle and could time an announcement best suited for itself. The last time 

India’s population was enumerated on the basis of caste was in 1931, when it was under colonial rule. 

There is a strong argument that the colonial census was about creating and reinforcing caste and 

religious categories in India rather than recording them in a benign manner. Effective governance 

requires robust data on the governed. The creation of categories is itself a political act. Indian politics 

and the governance structure are all premised on categories that were firmed up during colonialism. But 

the salience of caste as the fundamental marker of identity for an Indian has only grown since 

Independence. 

 

As the democratisation of society deepens, questions are being raised regarding the status of Dalits, 

tribal communities and a large section of the population that is characterised in the Constitution as 

Socially and Educationally Backward Classes. Political representation of these communities has 

increased and their participation in government jobs has risen. It is assumed that particular groups 

within each category have benefited disproportionately from political and job reservations, and there 

are demands for sub-quotas. Many communities are demanding inclusion in one category or the other. 

Some communities are feeling short-changed by the affirmative action steps of the state. With the role 

of the Government as a big employer diminishing, there is a demand for affirmative action in the private 

sector. All these questions are being debated without adequate and reliable data, leading to conflicting 

and often misleading claims. Supporters of a caste census cite these reasons, while sceptics fear it will 

only widen social rifts. They also point to the multitude of practical problems such an exercise will 

encounter. What is not debatable, however, is the fact that inequitable distribution of power and wealth 

endangers the stability of any society. Partisan political gains should not be the motivation for a fresh 

census. A renewed vision for a just and united India, where all divides are reduced must guide the 

discussion on a caste census. 

 

 count (verb) – matter, be significant, be 

important, mean a lot, carry weight. 

 census (noun) – an official survey, particularly 

of a population. 

 partisan (adjective) – biased, one-sided, 

discriminatory, inequitable, unjust, unfair. 

 just (adjective) – fair equitable, even-handed, 

non-partisan, impartial, unbiased, non-

discriminatory. 

 inspire (verb) – be the cause of, prompt, bring 

about, give rise to. 

 clamour (noun) – protest, complaint, 

outcry/commotion. 

 delegation (noun) – a body of representatives. 

 as yet (phrase) – so far, thus far, yet, still, until 

now. 

 call (noun) – demand, need, request; 

requirement, necessity. 

 open one’s mind (phrase) – decide on, 

consider, be receptive to, be willing to accept 

(something-a new topic, idea, opinion, 

perspective). 

 predictably (adverb) – as expected. 

 mobilisation (noun) – the act of bringing 

forces/people/resources together for a 

particular cause. 
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 in the saddle (phrase) – in a 

dominant/influential position; in a position of 

control; in a position of responsibility. 

 time (verb) – plan, schedule, arrange, organize. 

 enumerate (verb) – list, itemize, mention, 

count (things one by one). 

 colonial (adjective) – regional, state, territorial, 

local. 

 reinforce (verb) – strengthen, fortify, bolster 

up, shore up, buttress, prop up, underpin. 

 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 

 benign (adjective) – caring, considerate, 

thoughtful, generous, accommodating. 

 governance (noun) – administration. 

 robust (adjective) – strong, powerful. 

 the governed (noun) – the people who are 

controlled/regulated. 

 premise on (verb) – base something on. 

 firm up (phrasal verb) – make something more 

definite fixed; reinforce, strengthen, solidify, 

bolster, secure. 

 colonialism (noun) – the act of controlling & 

exploiting a country/territory (& its people) by 

another country/territory. 

 salience (noun) – prominence, importance, 

significance. 

 marker (noun) – identification. 

 identity (noun) – a social category, a set of 

persons marked by a label and distinguished by 

rules deciding membership and (alleged) 

characteristic features or attributes; 

individuality, character, originality. 

 democratisation (noun) – the introduction of a 

democratic system. 

 deepen (verb) – grow, increase, intensify; 

reinforce, enhance, augment. 

 characterise (verb) – identify, depict, describe. 

 political representation (noun) – the activity of 

making citizens “present” in public policy 

making processes when political actors act in 

the best interest of citizens. (actors mean 

participants in an action). 

 disproportionately (adverb) – inordinately, 

immoderately, excessively. 

 reservation (noun) – a system of affirmative 

action in India that provides historically 

disadvantaged groups representation in 

education, employment, and politics. 

 short-change (verb) – cheat/swindle, defraud, 

deceive. 

 affirmative action (noun) – it means positive 

steps taken to increase the representation of 

(women and) minorities in areas of 

employment, education, and culture from 

which they have been historically excluded. 

 the state (noun) – the government, the 

administration, the regime, the authorities. 

 reliable (adjective) – acceptable, trustworthy, 

dependable. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on. 

 misleading (adjective) – deceptive, confusing, 

false. 

 cite (verb) – refer to, adduce, make reference 

to, invoke. 

 sceptic (noun) – cynic, doubter, questioner. 

 rift (noun) – disagreement, dispute, conflict. 

 point to (verb) – indicate, suggest, denote. 

 multitude (noun) – a lot, a great/large number, 

a great quantity. 

 exercise (noun) – task, assignment; operation. 

 encounter (verb) – experience, run into, come 

across, face, be faced with, confront. 

 inequitable (adjective) – biased, unfair, unjust, 

discriminatory. 

 endanger (verb) – imperil, jeopardize, risk. 

 divide (noun) – division, separation, 

difference, gap. 

************************************************************************************* 

 

IN FREE FALL: ON LEBANON AND ITS SECTARIAN POLITICS 
Unless Lebanon sets aside sectarian politics, it will be unable to have a stable government 

 

Lebanon, which has been battling multiple crises for the last couple of years, is on the brink of 

an economic collapse. The meltdown that forced the country to default on its bonds in 2019 for the first 

time since its independence in 1943 was aggravated by last year’s Beirut port blast. The explosion that 
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killed over 200 people and wounded about 7,000 others on August 4, 2020 is estimated to have caused 

damage worth $15 billion. The blast has also deepened the country’s political crisis as Lebanon has been 

ruled by a caretaker government ever since. The Mediterranean country is now reeling under a severe 

economic downturn, medicine, food and fuel shortages and rising crimes. Recently, its central bank 

stated that it could no longer finance fuel imports at subsidised rates citing depleted reserves. Fuel 

shortages have led to chaotic scenes across the country. Last week, at least 28 people were killed in the 

country’s north when a fuel tank exploded while locals were scrambling for its fuel. UNICEF has warned 

that millions of Lebanese are facing a severe water shortage. The economic crisis has pushed more than 

half the population into poverty, while the currency value has fallen by 90%. According to the World 

Bank, Lebanon’s GDP per capita fell by 40% in dollar terms between 2018 and 2020, while real GDP 

contracted by 20.3% in 2020. The Bank assesses that even with quick reforms, it will take years before 

the economy gets back to its pre-crisis size. 

 

Since the Beirut blast, President Michel Aoun appointed three Prime Minister-designates. Two of 

them stepped down after having failed to form a government. According to Lebanon’s Constitution, the 

President should be a Maronite Christian, the Prime Minister a Sunni, and the Parliament Speaker a Shia. 

Political parties are divided largely along sectarian lines. The PM-designates, who were Sunni politicians 

or technocrats, often failed to bring together the country’s different political factions, including that of 

President Aoun. In late July, former Prime Minister Najib Mikati was tasked with forming the next 

government. He is yet to conclude talks with other political blocs. With the country facing a severe fuel 

shortage, Hezbollah, the powerful Shia militia-cum-political party, has moved to import fuel directly 

from Iran. Hezbollah says it is trying to ease the country’s fuel situation while its opponents say the 

move is aimed at drawing Lebanon further into the Iranian orbit and could be counterproductive as oil 

deals with Iran could attract sanctions from the U.S. Lebanon’s politicians have sought fresh loans from 

the IMF, but the fund will release money only if the government commits itself to reforms. For that, 

Lebanon has to form a government first. Lebanon’s political elites should realise that the country is 

facing a once-in-a-century crisis, set aside their sectarian politics, and come together to form a stable 

government. If not, nothing can stop the country’s free fall. 

 

 free fall (noun) – sudden decline of something; 

relating to something declining rapidly. 

 sectarian (adjective) – dogmatic, clannish, 

partisan, fanatical, bigoted, narrow-minded. 

 set aside (phrasal verb) – disregard, put aside, 

ignore, forget, shrug off. 

 on the brink of (phrase) – on the edge/verge 

of difficult/dangerous situation; at a crucial or 

critical point. 

 collapse (noun) – breakdown, failure, 

disintegration, lack of success. 

 meltdown (noun) – (economic) downturn, 

slide, decline, collapse. 

 default (verb) – fail to pay, not pay, renege, 

break one’s promise, back out, backtrack, 

backslide. 

 aggravate (verb) – increase, intensify, worsen, 

exacerbate, compound. 

 explosion (noun) – detonation, blast. 

 wound (verb) – injure, hurt, damage, harm, 

disable, incapacitate. 

 deepen (verb) – increase, intensify, heighten, 

exacerbate, aggravate, worsen. 

 caretaker (noun modifier) – temporary, 

provisional, interim. 

 reel under (phrase) – to suffer (due to a 

burden). 

 downturn (noun) – (economic) decline, shock, 

setback, blow, upset. 

 the central bank (noun) – The banking 

regulator of a county’s banking system. (e.g. 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is the central 

bank of India). 

 no longer (phrase) – not anymore. 
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 subsidised (adjective) – paid part of the cost of 

something (for example, food), so that it is 

available at a lower price. 

 cite (verb) – refer to, adduce, make reference 

to, invoke. 

 depleted (adjective) – exhausted, used up, 

consumed, expended, spent, drained, emptied. 

 reserve (noun) – funds, finances, resources. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on. 

 chaotic (adjective) – confused, disrupted, 

tumultuous, disorganized.  

 scramble (verb) – run, rush, hurry, hasten; 

jostle, scuffle, compete, tussle. 

 United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

(noun) – It is a United Nations agency founded 

on 11 December 1946. UNICEF works in over 

190 countries and territories to protect the 

rights of every child. 

 fall (verb) – decrease, decline, reduce, lessen. 

 Gross domestic product (GDP) (noun) – a 

measure of economic activity in a country. It is 

the total value of a country’s annual output of 

goods and services. 

 per capita (adverb & adjective) – per person, 

for each; relating to each person. 

 contract (verb) – decline, decrease, diminish, 

reduce. 

 get back to (phrasal verb) – come back to, 

return to. 

 designate (adjective/suffix) – used to describe 

someone who has been officially selected to 

do a particular job, but has not yet started 

doing it. 

 step down (phrasal verb) – resign, withdraw, 

quit, stand down, give up one’s job. 

 Maronite (adjective) – Relating to the 

Maronites. The Maronites are an 

ethnoreligious Christian group whose 

members adhere to the Syriac Maronite 

(Eastern Catholic) Church, with the largest 

population in Lebanon. (ethnoreligious group 

is a grouping of people who are unified by a 

common religious and ethnic background). The 

only real difference between Maronite 

Catholics and Roman Catholics is that they 

belong to different “Rites” inside the universal 

(“Catholic”) Church. 

 Shia (adjective) – relating to Shia branch/sect 

of Islam. 

 Sunni (adjective) – relating to Sunni 

branch/sect of Islam. 

 largely (adverb) – to a large/great extent. 

 technocrat (noun) – a supporter of 

technocracy. technocracy (noun) – the 

government by a group of people with both 

political power as well as technical knowledge. 

 faction (noun) – group, section, division 

(within a larger group). 

 task (with) (verb) – assign a work to. 

 bloc (noun) – group, faction, union. 

 militia (noun) – armed forces, military unit, 

insurgent, rebel (that involves in rebel/terrorist 

activities against the main/regular forces). 

 opponent (noun) – rival. 

 draw (verb) – move, drive; pull. 

 orbit (noun) – ambit, domain, realm, sphere of 

influence, authority. 

 counterproductive (adjective) – harmful, 

damaging, dangerous/destructive. 

 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order 

given to force a country to obey international 

laws by limiting or stopping trade with that 

country, by not allowing economic aid for that 

country, etc (Courtesy: VOA Learning English). 

 sought past participle seek (verb) – ask for, 

request, appeal for, apply for. 

 International Monetary Fund (IMF) (noun) – 

an international organization of 189 countries, 

headquartered in Washington, D.C., working to 

foster global monetary cooperation, secure 

financial stability, facilitate international trade, 

promote high employment and sustainable 

economic growth, and reduce poverty around 

the world. 

 elite (noun) – high society people; the group of 

most powerful people in a society; best. 
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